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Campus Security received two
reports of sexual assault during the
first three weeks of school.
A sexual assault involving an
MSUM student occured during the
first week of school, according to a
timely warning issued by Campus
Security.
A forcible rape involving an MSUM
student was reported by a third party
on Sept. 13, said Ferman Woodberry,
director of Campus Security.
Campus Security and the Moorhead
Police Department are investigating
the incidents.
Woodberry advises students to be
alert and cautious when invited to
someone’s room or apartment and
not to walk alone at night. He also
advises students to call Campus
Security for an escort. 
One call is all it took for Matt
Gulbranson to lose faith in the human
race.
Gulbranson, an MSUM freshman,
received a call from someone congrat-
ulating him on being approved for a
federal government grant of at least
$8,000 and up to $25,000. After giving
his bank information over the phone,
Gulbranson contacted the financial aid
office at MSUM and was informed that
he’d been scammed.
Scam artists are beginning to target
students. By luring students into giv-
ing personal information over the
phone with offers of fake grants, scam
artists can easily take advantage of
uninformed students and their clean
credit records, said Carolyn Zehren,
director of financial aid.
Last Friday, Gulbranson received a
call from a man calling himself a fed-
eral official. The man informed
Gulbranson that because he was a
taxpayer, he’d been randomly selected
and approved for a federal grant.
Gulbranson then gave the man his
bank’s checking and routing numbers.
“The guy sounded legit,” Gulbranson
said. “He gave me
his employee ID
number and every-
thing. I didn’t want
to screw up getting
the grant so I gave
him everything he
asked for.”
Gulbranson then
said the man hand-
ed the phone over
to his supervisor, who used automated
computer recording equipment to
record his information into the com-
puter. At the end of the automated
message, the recording offered
Gulbranson 20 days of free long dis-
tance, something Gulbranson thought
seemed odd.
“I turned it down because I didn’t
really need 20 days of free long dis-
tance because I was getting $8,000,”
Gulbranson said.
Two other things seemed odd to 
Gulbranson. The man on the phone
identified himself as Timothy Thomas, 
KMSC is in need of a new “magic
box,” but due to recent budget cuts it
will take a wave of the Student
Activity Budget Committee’s (SABC)
wand to make the purchase possible.
KMSC is the campus radio station
that operates as a student organiza-
tion. The hub of the station is what
faculty adviser Bob Schieffer refers to
as the “magic box.” It’s the piece of
equipment through which all infor-
mation flows before being beamed to
the transmitter and then to 1500 AM
on radio dials.  
If the magic box goes down, so does
the entire station. This vital part of
the station has been needed to be
replaced for some time, 
Schieffer said, but there simply isn’t
enough money in KMSC’s budget to
allow for the $4,000 purchase. That 
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Above: Ralph’s Corner
Bar has been on the cor-
ner of Main and 4th
Avenue since 1882. It is
the oldest bar in
Moorhead.
Right: A Minnesota State
Community and
Technical College stu-
dent started a petition to
save Ralph’s Bar.
Photos by Britta Trygstad/Photo Editor.
Scam artist dials up trouble
Backed into a corner
Students fight to save Ralph’s
Sexual
assaults
reported
KMSC waiting
for ‘magic box’
MSUM senior Trevor Hirst said he lovesRalph’s Corner Bar.  Of the five busi-nesses on the Fourth Avenue block in
Moorhead, it is the only business unsold to the
city and the one place Hirst goes to see live
entertainment. 
This summer, the city of Moorhead asked the
five businesses on the block, Ralph’s Corner
Bar, Atomic Coffee, Royal Trophy, Rita’s School
of Hair Design and American Farmer’s
Insurance, to negotiate together on a unified
redevelopment plan for the new downtown reno-
vation project or sell to the city. 
“The businesses couldn’t get together,”
Moorhead City Manager Bruce Messelt said.
Four out of the five businesses sold, leaving
Ralph’s as the lone hold-out.
The $35 million redevelopment project,
spurred by the construction on the new Main
Avenue Bridge, was developed by the city to revi-
talize Moorhead’s remaining downtown area.
Since Ralph’s is the only remaining business,
they’ve been asked by the city to develop a cohe-
sive plan for the new downtown renovation pro-
ject, move to another location or sell to the city. 
“The only way we can help is if they’re part of a
larger redevelopment plan,” Messelt said. He
said the city requests one comprehensive plan
for the entire block. “They can come into part-
nership with us,” Messelt said.
Ralph’s is working on a renovation plan. 
“We want to make a business that we’re proud
of and that the city is proud of,” said Jay Miller,
Ralph’s bar manager and MSUM alumnus. He
said the owners hope to renovate Ralph’s into a
’50s style bar.
As the bar receives continuous pressure from
the city, doubts on the fate of Ralph’s are every-
where. Miller said the closing of Ralph’s is pos-
sible. “The loss of Ralph’s would be terrible,” he
said. “It does something for this town no one can
imitate.”
Senior John Shipley has been a regular at
Ralph’s for 10 years and said he thinks it’s
extremely important for college students that
Ralph’s stay open. 
“It’s the only place in the cities of Fargo and 
Moorhead to see decent live music.”
Within last ten years, Ralph’s has brought in
By BRITTA TRYGSTAD
Photo Editor
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9.14 — 9.19
9.14
9.15
9.15
9.16
9.17
9.18
9.18
9.18
9.19
9.19
Vehicle towed in Lot S.
Welfare check on MSUM
campus.
Medical emergency in
Kise.
Fire lane violation in
Nelson circle.
Attempted assault outside
Dahl.
911 hang-up call in Dahl.
Trespass, liquor law viola-
tion, drug paraphenalia in
Nelson circle.
Threatening behavior out-
side Dahl.
Vandalism in Lot X.
Welfare check in Nelson.
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Lemer can be reached 
at blemer@hotmail.com.
‘Take the Lead’
seminars planned
The office of student
activites is offering a number
of seminars this semester to
help students reach their full
potential as  campus leaders.
The “Create your own co-
curricular transcript” seminar
is from 4 to 6 p.m. Tuesday in
CMU 208. Contact the office
of student affairs at 477-2790
for more information.
Mental Health Fair
Mental Illness Awareness
Week is Oct 3 - 9. The Becker-
Clay-Otter Tail-Wilkin Adult
Mental Health Initiative will
host a mental health fair from
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Oct. 7 at
the Dilworth Community
Center. There will be vendors,
speakers and screenings
available. The event is open to
the public.
For more information, call
Kirstin at 299-7072 or Leah at
233-7524.
Graduate school
workshop offered
Career Services is offering a
graduate school workshop
from 5 to 7 p.m. Tuesday in
CMU 216. Come and learn
how to apply to graduate
schools and programs.
Ping-Pong and
pool leagues begin
Ping-Pong and pool leagues
will begin Oct 1. The cost is
$20 for pool and $10 for Ping-
Pong.
Members recieve 50 percent
off pool and Ping-Pong, and
the top players will represent
MSUM in the Association of
College Unions International
regional tournament.
Sign up today at the ROC in
the lower level of the CMU.
For more information, call
477-2265.
Homecoming
alumni events
Upcoming events for alumni
during Homecoming include:
Oct 1 — Alumni awards
banquet 6 p.m. at Courtyard
by Marriot; Dragon volleyball
at 7 p.m.; alumni party at 8
p.m. at Mick’s Office in
Moorhead.
Oct 2 — School of business
awards brunch 10 a.m. in
Center for Business atrium;
Doo Dah Parade begins at
11:30 a.m.; football game at 1
p.m.; volleyball game at 3
p.m.; Dragon Hall of Fame
banquet at 6 p.m. at
Courtyard by Marriot; alumni
social at 9 p.m. at Moorhead
Knights of Columbus.
Organization reunions
include St. Thomas Aquinas
Newman Center, Old Order of
Owls and Gamma Phi Beta.
For more information on
homecoming or to make
reservations for banquets and
reunions, call 477-2143.
Student Leader of
the Month
Leah Nasset is the Student
Leader of the Month for
September.  Leah was nomi-
nated by Delta Zeta sorority.
Gamma Phi Beta sorority also
nominated Tansy Rugland
this month.
If you would like to nominate
someone for the Student Leader
of the Month award, stop by the
office of student activities, CMU
229, to pick up a nomination
form, or visit online at
w w w . m n s t a t e . e d u / o s a .
Nominations for October are
due by Friday.
2004 Homecoming
court announced
Homecoming nominees are
Austin McCoy, student sen-
ate; Raul “Papo” Fernandez,
OLA; Travis Maier, Volunteer
Visions;  David Clemenson,
Ballad Hall Council; Lee
Gertson, Pre-Med Club;
James Cailao, Delta Zeta;
Nicole Voge, Dragon Transfer
Connection; Heidi Miller,
Volunteer Visions; Kerry
Plath, Habitat for Humanity;
Amy “Jiggy” Trapp, Dahl Hall
Council; Emily Hagen, CAB;
and Lindsay Ranstrom, orien-
tation.
Study abroad in
Portsmouth, England
Students looking for an
affordable way to add an
international experience to
their college careers may con-
sider the University of
Portsmouth Exchange
Program.
Students majoring in busi-
ness, political science, history
or other social sciences
should inquire about the pro-
gram.
For more information con-
tact Yvonne Johnson at 477-
4649.
Anime Club meets
MSUM Anime Club will meet
at 5 p.m. Mondays in CMU 203.
For more information, contact
Leah at anime@mnstate.edu or
www.mnstate.edu/anime.
but seemed East Indian or
Arabic descent, Gulbranson
said. The man also asked that
Gulbranson have $257 in his
bank account for a processing
fee.
“I thought it seemed odd
because they were giving me
money but I had to pay them
money,” Gulbranson said.
Zehren advises students to
be suspicious of anyone who
asks for personal information
over the phone. Zehren said
no federal financial aid has a
fee attached to it and federal
officials never call students.
All financial aid is done
through the school, said
Zehren.
Zehren encourages students
to also get their credit checked
through one of the three major
credit bureaus: Trans Union,
Equifax and Experian. Scam
artists will often target stu-
dents because they have little
to no credit.
“It’s such a convoluted
process but it’s the real thing,”
Zehren said. “I was aware of it
happening in other parts of
the country, but when it hap-
pened last Friday, it brings it
to our front door.”
Gulbranson was able to
change his account informa-
tion the same day and didn’t
lose any money but the expe-
rience has shaken his trust in
his fellow man.
“They play off your need and
suspicions and use them
against you,” Gulbranson
said. “I would almost give him
a pat on the back because he
was so good. But after that I’d
kick him in the face.”
❒ SCAM, from front 
Homecoming
events
Homecoming week is Monday
through Oct 2. Events
include:
Monday — Zane Williams
noon in CMU Main Lounge;
Dragon Blood Drive 9 a.m. to
3 p.m. CMU 101; All Campus
Picnic 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. in
Kise Commons; Burning of
the "M" 9 p.m. Practice Field
Nemzek.
Tuesday — Dragon Fest 10
a.m. to 4 p.m.; Dragon
Art/Clean Start Project 2 to 6
p.m. on the Mall; Royalty
Coronation and Variety Show
7 to 9 p.m. Weld.
Wednesday — Office
Decorating Contest; Sand
Volleyball Tournament 1 p.m.
Dahl volleyball courts; Walk-
In-Movie 8 p.m. The Slab;  Phi
Sigma Kappa Fall Bash 9 p.m.
Underground.
Thursday — Jail or Bail
Service Project 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. in the CMU; Frederick
Winters 7 p.m. Hansen
Theater; Free Style Fever
Dance 9 p.m. to 1 a.m. CMU
Underground.
Friday — Dragon Bash 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. in the CMU
Main Lounge; Powder Puff
Football Game 5 p.m.;
Volleyball Game - Dragons vs.
Concordia St. Paul 7 p.m.;
Bottle of Justus 5:30 to 7 p.m.
outside Nemzek; Pool Party 8
to 11 p.m. Nemzek pool.
Saturday — Doo Dah Parade
11:30 a.m. — circles MSUM
campus; Football game —
Dragons vs. Wayne 1:00 p.m.
at Alex Nemzek Fieldhouse;
Swim meet 1:00 p.m. Nemzek
pool; Volleyball game-
Dragons vs. Winona State
Warriors 3:00 p.m.; Formal
Dance, Escape to Paradise 9
p.m. to 1 a.m. in the CMU
ballroom.
Thanks for
reading 
The Advocate.
www.mnstate.edu/
advocate
more national independent acts
then any other venue in the
area. In the past, they’ve hosted
the White Stripes, Everclear,
John Doe from X, Neko Case
and most recently, the Dirt
Bombs. “It’s taken five years to
build the necessary connec-
tions to get these types of
bands in.” And at a cheap price
too. Cover charge costs rarely
surpass $10, said Miller.
“Ralph’s brings in major acts
you don’t have to pay $20 for.”
“It’s like big city entertain-
ment in a small town,” Hirst
said. 
Jade Neilson, a local music
promoter, said Ralph’s is an
essential part of the
Fargo/Moorhead music scene.
“In general, you’re not going to
go to Ralph’s to see a band do
cover songs or at least without
originality. You got there to see
characters and live music that
is definitely original and that
does not happen at any other
venue in the area.”
“There is no other place for an
‘indie’ act to play,” said Andrew
Hein, MSUM senior and local
musician. “Obviously the
(Fargo) dome is out of the ques-
tion, the civic is too large, and
Playmakers is about the right
size but with no character.
There are a few little bars that
feature live music on such and
such a night, but these places
are for cover bands that can
play all the big hits for twenty-
thirty-some things to sing along
with.”
Messelt said that a venue with
live music is important to the
city. “We’d love to have them
(Ralph’s) downtown. No one
wants to see them close the
doors.”  
However, Messelt said that the
building has a few building
code issues. “The bad news is,
it is a blighted building. It’s
considered a slum. The good
news is that it’s a blighted
building. The city could bring
money to the building.” He said
that the city would offer the
same deal to Ralph’s as they
offered to the current owners of
Kirby’s bar. 
Although, the building was
constructed in 1882, Messelt is
quick to remind people that the
building is not historic. “We’re
not dealing with a historic
house. It’s a ’50s bar.” He said
the original elements of the
structure, including the under-
lying brick, was torn out in the
1950s.
If Ralph’s chooses not to reno-
vate and declines to sell,
Messelt said the city has the
power to condemn the building.
However, if Ralph’s chooses to
move, he said the city is willing
to help with the moving costs. 
Derek Olson, a family friend of
Ralph’s owner Don Wood and
regular at the bar, said that if
moved, character of Ralph’s
would change. 
“If they tore it down and put it
somewhere else, like in a strip
mall, it wouldn’t be the same.
It’s got an old bar feeling. It’s
not like going to Coaches.”
Olson is currently shooting a
film documentary on Ralph’s
that will cover the history of the
bar, about the bar itself, its
clientele, Ralph’s as a venue,
and Ralph’s as a small busi-
ness. “Ralph’s is really one of
the only small businesses left in
Moorhead,” he said. He hopes
to have it completed for the
Fargo Film festival this March.
If finished in time, he may send
it to the Moorhead city council.
Hirst said that if Ralph’s clos-
es, he hopes another bar will
take its place. “If Ralph’s is
gone, I hope they find another
place to have good live music or
else I won’t be far behind
Ralph’s.”
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By CARRIE SNYDER
Staff Writer
After a long, hard day at work or
school, many students go home and
write in their journals. Only some of
these journals will be read by millions
of people who can analyze every word
they type.
Blogging, or weblogs, have become a
popular fad among college and high
school students. These on-line jour-
nals allow people to voice their opin-
ions, post announcements and keep in
touch with friends.
Sophomore Zack Sauvageau defines
what he believes is the purpose of
weblogs: “Defining blogs is easy, it’s
mostly for kids to make themselves
seem more depressed then they really
are.”
This isn’t the case for everyone, blog-
ging is a way for people to express
themselves to the public, whether it’s
with original stories, poems, quotes or
song lyrics.
Weblogs have become popular in the
past couple of years, as some colleges,
such as NDSU, and high schools are
using the sites in English classes.
Although requiring students to keep
an online journal is one reason stu-
dents have weblogs, many people fall
into the word-of-mouth category when
setting up a journal. Pressure from
friends is the reason why senior Cory
Markert started his journal two years
ago.
“I hear people every once in a while
talk about blogging. Once it’s men-
tioned that one person has a site, you
find out everyone else has one too,”
Markert said.
Not only do ordinary people fall into
the category of typical bloggers, but
Limp Bizkit’s front man, Fred Durst,
has an online journal, along with
Moby, Al Roker, Kevin Smith and
Michael Moore.
There are also professional bloggers
whose corporations who hire them to
document important events.
“Professional bloggers were hired to
give an updated account of what was
happening at the National Democratic
Convention last July in Boston,”
Markert said.
Senior Jennifer Frederick doesn’t
have a weblog. She said she doesn’t
have enough time for one, and also
doesn’t like the fact that everyone
could  read her personal thoughts
online.
“I have a good friend who lives in
Pennsylvania. If I don’t have time to
call her, I can still go online and read
what’s new,” Frederick said.
Blogging provides the option of post-
ing your journal publicly for everyone
to read, but it also gives you the option
of making your journal private or pro-
tected. Private blogs are available for
only the user to read, while protected
entries allow the user to let only cer-
tain other people read the posts.  
Whether posting original works of art,
ranting about politics, using blogs for
soapboxes or  scorecards, the one
common thread all blogs have is that
they bring people together from every-
where.
Speaking to the M a s s e s
MSUM students discover the allure of blogging
Snyder can be reached
at snyderca@mnstate.edu
❒ RALPH’S, from front
Trygstad can be reached
at shadowedfire@hotmail.com.
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Ralph’s Corner Bar may be disappearing.
The bar is in negotiations with the city of
Moorhead about its existence. Over the summer,
the city bought out four of the five businesses
that make up the 4th Avenue block along the Red
River in Moorhead, including another college
hangout Atomic Coffee. The businesses are part
of the city’s plan to renovate downtown.
After the city demolished other businesses along
the river to make room for the new Main Avenue
bridge, the backsides of the buildings became
visible. The city told the five businesses that they
either had to renovate the backside of their busi-
ness or relocate. Four of the five business accept-
ed buyout offers. 
Ralph’s is the lone holdout.
Some would ask, why doesn’t Ralph’s just move?
The bar is the oldest bar in Moorhead. It’s a
well-known staple for local, regional and national
music acts. Ralph’s continues to offer a wide
range of musical acts. Moving would just hurt a
bar that’s always been on the corner in
Moorhead.
While making downtown Moorhead more savy
and upscale, the city is pushing away a business
that has defined the area for years. a business
that often draws students and consumers to
downtown Moorhead.
Part of the reason the bar thrives is because of
its location. It’s at the heart of a college town,
offering music and entertainment for the college
crowd. And it’s always been there. Forcing it to
move would only harm the business and the
downtown community.
Forcing Ralph’s to move would take away the
uniqueness that makes Ralph’s Ralph’s.
While the city of Moorhead understands that
keeping Ralph’s in Moorhead would be beneficial,
we need to get behind a bar that has been a con-
stant form of entertainment and college relief for
years.
A student at Minnesota State Community and
Technical College took the first step by starting a
petition to save Ralph’s. The local student took a
stand to help the city understand the importance
of the establishment.
That is why students and local supporters of the
bar need to make their voices heard. If you don’t
care about the local, state or national political
elections, at least take a stand by helping keep
Ralph’s in Moorhead. Help by supporting an
establishment that has supported you – the col-
lege student.
Venezuela not out of woods
Letters to the Editor
Don’t cheer yet for Venezuela
and Chavez! 
I’m glad that MSUM students
are interested in Latin
America and U.S. foreign poli-
cy. The F-M Hands Off
Venezuela organization has
focused on Chavez’ redistribu-
tion of some oil revenues and
his tough stance toward the
United States.
It  was implied that  the April
2002 attempted military coup
and the August 2004 recall
election were evidence of an
attempt to get rid of Chavez,
the democrat. There were
reports of armed Chavez  sup-
porters at some polling places.
However, Jimmy Carter and
the Organization of American
States have ruled the August
elections to be fair.    
The United Nations recently
published a lengthy analysis
of the status of democracy in
Latin America.  Between 1970
and 1991, Venezuela was
ranked the second-most
democratic nation in the
region, according to 15 indica-
tors. Only Costa Rica was
ranked higher. 
Venezuela has declined in
rank in recent years.
Venezuelans had pride in their
democracy and high political
participation, but recently,
one-third haven’t even voted.   
I would urge group members
to become more informed
about Chavez’ history in
Venezuelan politics. Ana Julia
Jatar wrote “Deciphering
Venezuela: A Historical and
Contemporary Perspective” for
the UN study. I describe many
of Chavez’ anti-democratic
actions below. 
The paper is available at
http:drclas.fas.harvard.edu/p
ublications. 
Chavez  was portrayed as a
social democrat who was
“restored to power,” a victim of
the United States and oil
interests.  
Chavez  has  consistently
shown himself to NOT be a
DEMOCRAT and, given his
history, only the naïve or the
autocratic would support
Chavez’ continued rule. The
historical record would indi-
cate that democracy in
Venezuela has been the vic-
tim, not Chavez. 
Chavez’ history of single-
handedly reducing democracy
in many arenas is not a good
sign.  In the 1980s, Chavez
completed military training,
and I believe he achieved the
level of sergeant. In 1992,
Chavez organized two coup
attempts against the democra-
tically elected President
Andres Perez.  He was incar-
cerated. Although those
actions would have prohibited
him from running for office,
he was given a pardon after he
got out of jail in 1994.  
In 1998, Chavez was elected
president with 56 percent of
the vote. Between 1998 and
2000, Venezuela had four
elections and two referenda.
In these contests, political
parties were not allowed but
government employees were
permitted to use public funds
for their campaigns, giving his
Bolivarian Circles of support-
Wellness Center letter misinformed
As inhabitants of a democrat-
ic society, we each have the
right to voice our opinions.
However, to preserve and pro-
tect this right, we must use it
responsibly. One of these
responsibilities includes the
need to be accurate in our
statements.
I applaud Mark Koerner for
his letter to the editor in The
Advocate last week. Although
his views may not represent my
own, I am always pleased when
a student becomes concerned
with his or her campus com-
munity and thus becomes
involved.  I do, however, feel it is
my duty to clarify a few state-
ments he articulated.
The gyms, weight rooms and
recreational areas in Nemzek
are overcrowded.  As a member
of SABC (the committee in
charge of distributing the stu-
dent activity fee), I regularly
hear concerns from intramu-
rals and club sports because
they have to rent space from
off-campus venues in order to
practice.
As student body president,
one of my duties is to listen to
the concerns of students.  One
of the most regular complaints
that I receive regarding our
campus involves dilapidated
exercise equipment and con-
flicts involving the use of
Nemzek facilities.
Koerner suggests setting time
aside for non-athletes only, but
this is not feasible in an already
time-crunched facility.
Furthermore, this would dis-
criminate against a group of
students due to their extracur-
ricular affiliations.
Koerner also suggests resi-
dence hall weight rooms as a
possible solution. This too
would not be feasible. More
than 77 percent of MSUM is
composed of commuter stu-
dents who do not live on cam-
pus and do not have access to
residence halls. Furthermore,
this would do little to alleviate
the problem of insufficient
space for intramurals and club
sports.
❒ MAIER, page 10
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There are few things in
the life of a modern girl
that can disrupt every-
thing like a computer
crash.
I know. Twice.
The adrenaline surge
that accompanies an
error message when you
attempt to turn your
computer on is unparalleled.
The rush of dread and fear
felt when you realize that 80
gigabytes of data has disap-
peared from your life is inde-
scribable.
The horror is very real.
I’m still not sure what hap-
pened to my computer,
whether it was system mal-
function, a virus, user error
or the inevitable effect of too
many late nights spent surf-
ing the Web. What happened
didn’t matter at the time—all
that mattered was that I had
lost my entire life.
I had thousands of songs,
hundreds of videos and
every paper I’d written
for classes in the past
eight years saved on
my hard drive. I had a
private journal, pic-
tures of my family and
friends and a ridicu-
lously high score on
Civilizations II, all
stored inside my black Dell
tower.
And none of it was backed
up on disks or CDs.
I lost everything. So I did the
only thing a girl could do:
went home and cried to my
mom.
My mother knew her part.
She did the only thing a
mother could do when her
daughter comes home crying
about her computer: told her
husband to fix it.
My dad saved the day. He
bought a new hard drive and
R-TT data recovery software.
It worked.
I was so happy I could have
kissed him (but I didn’t,
because that would have
been uncool and undignified).
So I was saved. My 9th
grade paper about “Jaws”
was rescued.  My collection of
Frank Sinatra tunes was sal-
vaged. The fan video I made
for “Buffy the Vampire Slayer”
was recovered.  My life and
my porn collection were
reclaimed.
I also learned a valuable les-
son that I should have
learned the last time my com-
puter crashed two years ago. 
The lesson is simple: back
up your hard drive. Burn
CDs, save to floppies, invest
in a DVD burner and use it. It
doesn’t matter how you back
up your files, just do it.
But, if you’re stupid like me,
go home and cry to your
mother.
As an opinion colum-
nist, I have an open
window to write about
matters that I see as
pertinent to living in
the current environ-
ment. I understand
this is a privilege, but I
also have an obligation
to back up my opinions with
what I call fact. 
Not everyone is going to
agree with me, as they
shouldn’t. My intention is
merely to present an idea
from reliable information
that provokes thought.  Of
course, my own personal
bias is integrated in my writ-
ing— this is an opinion col-
umn.  
Integrity in my writing is
required for the presenta-
tion, and as such I am
responding to an accusation
that my last column was not
adhering to that standard. 
According to Merriam-
Webster’s Dictionary, a fact
is “a piece of information
presented as having objec-
tive reality.” Adam
Krabbenhoft proposed that
my information was not
based on fact.  
I do not have a problem
with differing perspectives,
or with someone challenging
the ideas I presented, but he
did not challenge them. He
merely stated I was wrong
without giving any evidence
to back up his claim. 
I am not suffering from
“liberalism.” 
I would also like to state
that I have not been official-
ly diagnosed with that
“pseudo-disease.” According
to Medline Plus, a provider
for the U.S. National Library
of Medicine and the National
Institutes of Health, “liberal-
ism” is not a disease.  And I
do not form an opinion
because some professor
merely penciled it on my
“blank slate.”  I am not so
easily persuaded. 
As for Mendel, Darwin,
Watson and Crick; I was
attempting to lay a founda-
tion for the reader to follow
why I think science has been
integral in history, as well as
in the present. 
The fact is, science is a piv-
otal issue in the upcoming
election.  Both sides can
concede that we are moving
forward with technology,
and that brings many
issues to light.  
On Sept. 16, 2004,
Nature magazine
published an article
comparing the poli-
cies of each candi-
date with 15 different
questions on scientif-
ic views. 
Adam Krabbenhoft, you
should really research the
“facts” on this issue before
you publish a statement—
Bush is not a supporter of
stem cell research.  He has
made it clear in public state-
ments that scientists funded
by the government would
not be permitted to acquire
fresh stem cells from human
embryos because in his
opinion it is immoral to
destroy embryos for the pur-
pose of scientific research.  
Bush’s policy restricts sci-
entific advancements that
could ultimately lead to
cures for heart disease, dia-
betes and Alzheimer’s. John
Kerry declared in his inter-
view that he would lift the
restrictions on Bush’s cur-
rent policy, while imple-
menting policy on ethical
issues. 
Bush has been accused by
the Union of Concerned
Scientists of down-playing
scientific findings and mak-
ing political ideology a
precedence over research.  
Their primary concern is
that the current administra-
tion does not clearly distin-
guish the line between sci-
ence and politics, and is
unwilling to discuss policy
implementation with rep-
utable scientists in the field.  
Nature magazine is a publi-
cation that presents
research in the areas of sci-
ence and issues that pertain
to scientific advancements.
It is supported by a number
of leading international soci-
eties and organizations,
including the American
College of
Neuropsychopharmacology,
the British Dental
Association, the British
Pharmacological Society, the
Cancer Research Center in
the UK, the European
Society of Human Genetics,
The European Hematology
Association, the
International Spinal Cord
Society, the United States
and Canadian Academy of
Pathology, to name a few.  
These organizations and
societies are groups of scien-
tific elites who serve the
international community
and the scientific world with
information about current
and future research in the
areas of science, through
journals and editorials.  A
common ideology among the
organizations and societies
is to uphold the integrity
and accuracy of their publi-
cations.  
Forming an opinion is a
process of obtaining a wide
range of information, look-
ing at issues from every pos-
sible angle, deeming the
credibility and accuracy of
the source of the informa-
tion you choose to accept
and reaching an individual
conclusion that works for
you. 
I am not saying my word
really has merit, but I have
come to my conclusions
through a rational, logical
process that is based on evi-
dence from a multitude of
sources.  I only hope  those
who disagree with me would
do the same and present a
basis for their arguments.
Debate, disagreement and
discussion are principle in
determining where one
stands. Presentation of facts
to back up an argument
leads to a clear understand-
ing of how an individual
came to a conclusion.  
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Letter writer lacks supporting evidence
What’s your opinion?
E-mail Kit
at kitless20@hotmail.com.
Loss of computer data can lead to loss of life
What would you do if your 
computer crashed?
E-mail Alicia
at aliciawithay@cableone.net.
What happens when you add one part Stone
Temple Pilots with three parts Guns N’ Roses? You
get the superior group Velvet Revolver.
Many Guns ’n’ Roses fans, plus many others,
couldn’t wait for the arrival of this album. Many
expected a worthwhile album “contraband.”
When I first listened to the album, I wasn’t at all
disappointed—rarely is an album of this caliber pro-
duced. It’s safe to say it’s one of the best albums of
the year.
One of the best tracks is “Slither.” The album
wouldn’t be complete without a ballad. The major
ballad for this album is “Fall to Pieces.”
I am not familiar with Stone Temple Pilots,
but I have heard that this album resembles a
mixture of them and Guns N’ Roses—I can
hear the Guns ’n’ Roses vibe loud and clear.
This album is pure rock ‘n’ roll. For any-
one who is looking for a hard-rocking
album, this is the one to get. I would rec-
ommend it to any Stone Temple Pilots or
Guns N’ Roses fan.
Scott Weiland’s vocals are amazing—he is
definitely better than Axl Rose is now. Weiland has
this raw sound in his voice that makes him one of
the great singers of the 1980s. Slash can still rock
the guitar like he did in the old Guns N’ Roses days.
The band also includes drummer Matt
Sorum and guitarist Dave Kushner.
This is probably the last chance fans
have to either hear or see this many
former Guns N’ Roses members in one
place.
I hope this isn’t the only album we will
hear from Velvet Revolver. This is one
band I can’t wait to see live.
Chura can be reached
at gemdiamond@hotmail.com.
“Just sit right back and
you’ll hear a tale, a tale of a
fateful trip ...” And so begins
“Gilligan’s Island: the
Musical.” This production is
now playing at the Fargo-
Moorhead Community
Theatre through Oct. 3.
Based on the wacky ’60s
TV show, the musical fol-
lows Gilligan (Chris Kuhn),
Skipper (James Olson),
Ginger (Jill Carlson), Mary-
Ann (Crystal Harles),
Thurston and Lovey Howell
(Jay Taylor and Barbara
Hoppe), and the Professor
(Chris Boerner), through the
shipwreck that stranded
them on the island for their
first few months there.
“It’s kind of like the first
episode with just a lot more
situations,” director
Jennifer Bedard said.
There certainly are many
more situations.
Throughout the one-hour,
45-minute play, the cast-
aways discover hieroglyph-
ics in an island cave, build
huts, survive a fierce storm
and attempt to get off the
island.
They also meet an extrater-
restrial (Aimee Klein).
Although, Bedard and other
cast members refused to
reveal her purpose. 
“You’ll have to see the show
to find out,” Harles said.
During the production, it
was important to the cast to
remain as faithful as possi-
ble to the characters and the
show. “I don’t think audi-
ences are interested in com-
ing to a re-invention of the
show,” Bedard said.
According to Bedard, accu-
racy wasn’t difficult to main-
tain because the script was
well-written and the charac-
ters specific. Anyone who
hadn’t seen the TV show
would be able to under-
stand.
Bedard could also count
on the talent of her cast,
especially on the wide vari-
ety of acting experience they
brought to the production.
Hoppe, for instance, is
doing her first play produc-
tion since high school,
whereas Taylor has been
acting in dinner theater for
many years. Kuhn is a
senior at West Fargo High
School and the youngest
member of the cast.
“I had so much fun,” Kuhn
said.  “The cast had a lot of
opportunities to bond,
which you don’t get to do
very often.”
Gilligan features 18 new
songs that try to capture the
wacky and fun spirit of the
show, including “Worlds
Apart” and “Lucky Guy.”
They also allow the charac-
ters to express their feelings.
For example, in “The
Professor’s Lament,” the
Professor sings about his
frustration that he knows
many things, but still can-
not “get seven people off an
island.”
As the first show of the
season for FMCT, “Gilligan’s
Island: the Musical” starts
at 8 p.m. Thursday through
Saturday nights, with a 2
p.m. matinee Sunday, Oct.
3. Tickets are $15 for
adults, $12 for seniors, and
$5 for students ($9 if you
reserve ahead of time). To
order tickets, contact the
FMCT Box Office at 701-
235-6778.
Meehlhause can be reached
at larisa5656@yahoo.com.
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‘Gilligan’s Island’ hits stage
By JEREMY CHURA
Staff Writer
Velvet Revolver’s ‘Contraband’ hits stores
Above: Chris Kuhn, who plays Gilligan, and James Olson, who
plays the Skipper, perform a scene in the musical. The production
runs Sept. 23-25, 30 and Oct. 1-3 at the Fargo-Moorhead
Community Theatre.The play is directed by Jennifer Bedard and is
rated PG.
Below: From left, Mrs. Howell (Barbara Hoppe), Mr. Howell (Jay
Taylor), Gilligan (Chris Kuhn), Skipper (James Olson), Mary-Ann
(Crystal Harles), Ginger (Jill Carlson) and the Professor (Chris
Boerner) star in “Gilligan’s Island: The Musical.” 
KELLIE MEEHLHAUSE
Staff Writer
Photos by  BRITTA TRYGSTAD/PHOTO EDITOR
Big
SPLASH
MSUM, in partnership
with Moorhead Public
Schools and the Fargo-
Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra, has been cho-
sen as a String Project site
by the American String
Teachers Association. The
Moorhead site is one of
only 28 such projects
nationwide.
The program provides
string music lessons from
master teacher Brian Cole
of Moorhead Public
Schools to area fifth and
sixth graders. Bettina
Villamil and Katelin
Peterson, MSUM string
instrumental music edu-
cation students, will help
Cole give instrument
lessons. Music professors
Kirk Moss and Nathan
Davis are co-directing the
MSUM project. Davis is
president of the state
chapter of ASTA and
helped bring the String
Project to Moorhead.
According to Moss, there are two
components of the program. “For chil-
dren who do not have access to string
instruments, it gives them an opportu-
nity to play,” Moss said. “University
students work in the project as assis-
tant teachers, and they get to watch an
experienced teacher and work side-by-
side with him. It is right at the univer-
sity, and they don’t need to travel
somewhere else.”
Moss served on the ASTA board at
the national level and has had the
opportunity to work with a similar pro-
gram at Valdosta (Ga.) State
University. Based on his experience,
Moss expects the large enrollment of
30 students to grow throughout the
school year, as more people become
aware of the program’s existence. 
According to Moss, only one in five
schools nationwide has a string educa-
tion program, and North Dakota has
only eight string education programs.
Moss hopes more regional schools will
adopt string education programs when
they see students’ interest. 
“The mission of the university is to
provide leadership,” Moss said. “We’re
breaking the stereotype that string
instruments are difficult to play and
that only students of a certain back-
ground or even race can play. We want
to remove these barriers so that it is
accessible, so that children of all back-
grounds have an opportunity to play.”
“Education is really about transfor-
mation,” Davis said. “Brian Cole and
Kirk Moss are education specialists
who know how to make these instru-
ments accessible to students who have
never played the instrument before.”
Davis believes the String Education
Project represents a broader message.
“It’s important in a larger view, way
beyond string education,” Davis said.
“It’s about how the fine arts need to be
integrated into public education.” 
According to Cole, another mission of
the program is to help foster interest in
string education. He said research has
shown there will soon be a shortage of
string teachers across the country. 
Cole said the Moorhead project is
unique because it is the only active
program in the upper Midwest, while
most other programs are in metropoli-
tan areas. Cole said the program will
also need local funding, even though
the selection of Moorhead as a String
Project site was accompanied by
a grant.
The Fargo-Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra, a String Project partner, is
one of the organizations helping the
program. Bill Law, executive director of
the Fargo-Moorhead Symphony
Orchestra, said the main role of the
symphony’s involvement in the project
is financial.
“It seems like something we should
be involved in,” Law said. “To ensure
that string education in this area is as
strong as possible.” 
“We view any increase in the quality
of string education to be a benefit to
the symphony,” Law said. “The project
will create at some point in the future
a bigger pool of student players for the
F-M Symphony and certainly for the
youth symphony.” 
Law is pleased about the willingness
of area string musicians and teachers
to work together, and he’s proud of the
quality of the project.
“He (Cole) is a genius with kids at
that level. He’s very effective in teach-
ing them string instruments.”
I’m excited for the kids; I’m excited
for MSUM,” Law said. “I think this is
going to be a very good thing in the
long run.”
Interested students can sign up for
the program through the continuing
studies department at MSUM. The cost
is $60 for 12 lessons per semester, in
addition to instrument rental costs. 
For additional information, Davis can
be contacted at davis@mnstate.edu,
and Moss can be contacted at
mosskirk@mnstate.edu.
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Weekend
Augie Smith
Tonight, Friday and
Saturday
9 p.m. Courtney’s
Comedy Club,
Days Inn
Ice Breaker
Tonight and
Friday 9 p.m.
Playmaker’s
Triple Play
Friday and Saturday
9 p.m.
Expressway Inn
Carbon Copy
Friday and Saturday
9 p.m.
Spirits Lounge
JAM
New MSUM program has
students all ‘strung’ out
Top 10 Beats
Courtesy of KMSC
1 Clinic,
Winchester
Cathedral
2 Action Action,
Don’t Cut Your
Fabric To This
Year’s Fashion
3 Har Mar
Superstar,
The Handler
4 Scissor Sisters,
Scissor Sisters
5 Head
Automatica,
Decadence
6 Tub Ring, Zoo
Hypothesis
7 The Faint,
Wet From Birth
8 Muffs, Really
Really Happy
9 Guided by Voices,
Half Smiles of the
Decomposed
10 Mark Lanegan,
Band, Bubblegum
By SARA HACKING
Staff Writer
During the first string lesson Tuesday, the students were introduced to the instruments. The
program provides string music lessons to area fifth and sixth graders.
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Music professor Brian Cole amuses his
students during the lesson.
Hacking can be reached
at sarahacking@hotmail.com.
It’s 14 consecutive wins and
counting for the MSUM volley-
ball team after opening its con-
ference schedule with wins over
Southwest Minnesota State,
Marshall, and Wayne (Neb.)
State Friday and Saturday.
The Dragons defeated
Southwest 33-31, 30-27, 34-
36, 26-30, 15-6 Friday and
Wayne State 30-27, 22-30, 30-
21, 30-26 Saturday at Alex
Nemzek Fieldhouse.
The start of conference play
means MSUM’s winning streak
is no longer an entirely non-
conference run. 
The Dragons (14-0, 2-0 NSIC),
ranked third in the NSIC pre-
season poll, and opened at
home with a win against the
No. 2 team in the preseason
poll, Southwest. MSUM and
Wayne State shared the No. 3
spot in that poll. 
But preseason polls are based
on preseason expectations. The
Dragons debuted on a different
poll Tuesday. After this week’s
American Volleyball Coaches
Association/College Sports
Television poll was released,
the Dragons were ranked the
23rd best team in the nation.
However, assistant coach Katy
Peterson said polls and win
streaks mean little to the team.
“We’re kind of starting over
with the start of the conference
season. This is where it really
matters,” Peterson said.
She added that the wins
meant that much more
because they came
against quality
competition. 
“We had a strong
start as far as oppo-
nents,” Peterson
said. “I was proud
of them because
they didn’t play
their best volleyball
(against Southwest)
and still came out
with the win.”
MSUM struggled
to get the passing
game going against
Southwest, but four
Dragons managed
at least eight kills. 
Junior outside
hitter Sigourney
Schaffer led the
Dragons with 16
kills and a .424 hit-
ting percentage. 
Freshman setter
Julie Vancura
handed out 48
assists. Senior
libero Susan
Kolbow led MSUM
with 22 digs.
“I think it was an
eye-opener for some
freshmen and new-
comers. Personally,
it showed me there
are going to be some
long games,”
Kolbow said. “I keep reminding
the team wins aren’t going to be
handed to us.”
MSUM won games one and
two before losing consecutive
games to the Mustangs. 
Southwest (8-2, 1-1 NSIC)
was led by Megan Wendorff and
Erin Contons, who posted 25
and 23 kills, respectively. Setter
Heather Smith tallied 62
assists, the sixth-highest
match total in Mustang history.
Peterson said a lesser team
might have lied down after los-
ing consecutive games. 
So far the Dragons have relied
on passing and defense to win
games. With Southwest keying
on Schaffer, the Dragons were
forced to make adjustments in
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VOLLEYBALL
Fourteen in a row
Record unbeaten streak stretches into NSIC play
FOOTBALL
Turnovers keep it close, but Bulldogs sneak past Dragons
❒ STREAK, page 9
Junior outside hitter Sigourney Schaffer, near, and freshman middle hitter
Tina Lensing block a kill attempt in the team’s 3-1 victory over Wayne State
Saturday. The Dragons won their first two NSIC games this weekend. 
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By CASEY MOEN
Staff Writer
MSUM senior strong safety Matt Asuma tackles airborne Bulldog sophomore 
quarterback Ted Pelzer. The tackle by Asuma and senior defensive lineman Brian
Ferris stopped the Bulldogs on third-and-four in Dragon territory, forcing a punt. 
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Dragons lose
three, score
first goal
By DUSTIN MONKE
Sports Editor
WOMEN’S SOCCER
The MSUM defense contained the
opposing offense better than they had
all season, but Minnesota-Duluth still
managed to come out on top. 
On the strength of freshman running
back Joe Russell’s 205 rushing yards,
the visiting Bulldogs took a 14-10
nonconference victory over the
Dragons at Alex Nemzek Stadium in
front of 1,213 fans Saturday.
After giving up 158 total points in its
three previous games, the MSUM
defense forced two interceptions,
recovered a fumble and gave up 344
total yards. The Bulldog turnovers pro-
vided several opportunities for MSUM
to win its first game this season.
MSUM (0-4) had a pair of chances to
go ahead in the fourth quarter, but
each drive ended in a turnover. 
Junior fullback Tim Zupke fumbled
at the Bulldog 20-yard line on a rush
up the middle, trying to convert on
fourth-and-two with 4:08 remaining in
the game. 
The Dragon defense stepped up
again though, holding Minnesota-
Duluth (2-2) on its next drive and forc-
ing a punt.
In its final chance of the day, MSUM
sophomore quarterback Kelly Meslow,
starting in place of injured junior Sean
Belmont, threw two ill-fated passes. 
The first resulted in an intentional
grounding penalty after Meslow threw
the ball out of bounds trying to avoid a
sack. The next pass capped the game
for MSUM.
Meslow tried to pass the ball to
junior wide receiver Derek Blackburn
down the left side, but was intercepted
by Bulldogs junior defensive back
Brandon Cooley. 
“We had our chance,” Meslow said.
“We just didn’t convert.”
The backup quarterback paced the
Dragon offense, going 6 of 20 for 61
yards and two interceptions through
the air while carrying for 33 yards and
the Dragons’ only touchdown, a 1-yard
sneak early in the second quarter. 
“(Meslow) is going to get more confi-
dence from this game,” Micheli said. 
The touchdown culminated a 14-
play, 80-yard drive that lasted 6 min-
utes, 29 seconds and gave MSUM its
first and only lead of the year, 7-0. 
MSUM’s all-around improvement
was evident. 
“We needed to get back on track,”
Meslow said.
The Dragon offense headed in the
right direction by gaining 202 total
yards, the most it has put up all sea-
son. 
But it was still up to the defense to
keep MSUM in the game.
MSUM senior outside linebacker
Micah Tysver helped shut down the
Bulldogs’ aerial attack by intercepting
By DUSTIN MONKE
Sports Editor
❒ FOOTBALL, page 9
The MSUM women’s soccer
team lost all three of its
matches last week, but there
was good news amongst the
losses. The Dragons scored
their first goal of the season
in a 2-1 double overtime loss
to Rocky Mountain College,
Billings, Mont., at the
University of Mary tourna-
ment in Bismarck, N.D.,
Saturday.
Junior sweeper Jeannie
McGonagle scored the game-
winning goal for Battlin’
Bears with 10 seconds left in
the second overtime. 
If McDougal wouldn’t have
converted, the game would
have ended in a tie.
Mary took a 4-0 victory
over the Dragons Sunday. 
The University of North
Dakota, Grand Forks, also
blanked MSUM Sept. 15. 
Dragon freshman goal
keeper Morgan Landwehr
had 12 saves but allowed
four goals.
Offensively the Dragons (0-
6) took only one shot on
goal. 
Senior forward Stephanie
Pfeiffer scored two goals for
the Fighting Sioux (6-1-1). 
MSUM travels to
Augustana University, Sioux
Falls, S.D., Saturday and
has its first home game
against Jamestown (N.D.)
College Oct. 2.
Monke can be reached 
at dmonke@forumcomm.com.
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their offense and
play solid defense.
MSUM outplayed
the Mustangs in
Game 5, winning
15-6.
The Dragons
brought the same
balanced attack to
Saturday’s game
against Wayne
State. Schaffer,
senior middle hitter
Chrissy Jacobs and
freshman outside
hitter Jennah
Goodman each had
double-digit kills in
the victory over the
Wildcats (8-6, 1-1
NSIC). 
“This is the team
with the most talent
overall since I’ve been here. We
don’t have one or two big
guns,” Kolbow said, adding
that the Dragons have five or
six players who can make an
impact on offense. 
“From playing on the three
teams previous, this team has
the most heart. This season
we’re having fun and we’re
leaving it all on the court,”
Kolbow said.
Peterson said that although
the Dragons didn’t pass at the
level they did earlier in the sea-
son, they used a combination
of good upperclassmen and tal-
ented younger players to over-
whelm the Wildcats with depth. 
She pointed to the same con-
cept of using five or six offen-
sive weapons as a reason for
the undefeated season.
MSUM will play its first two
conference road games this
weekend.
The Dragons will take on
Bemidji State (4-6, 1-1 NSIC) at
7 p.m. Friday and Minnesota-
Crookston (5-8, 0-2 NSIC) at 4
p.m. Saturday.
Moen can be reached 
at caseymoen@hotmail.com.
Sophomore outside hitter Becky Anderson goes for a dig against Wayne
State Saturday.
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two of sophomore quarterback
Ted Pelzer’s passes. 
“I was almost in shock,”
Tysver said of his first career
interceptions. “It felt pretty
good.”
The Dragon defense limited
Pelzer to 43 yards on 3 of 14
passing in his first collegiate
start. 
“We got better today,”
Micheli said.
The improvement put a posi-
tive spin on MSUM falling to
0-4 for the first time since
2001. That year, the Dragons
started 0-5 and finished 4-6,
winning four of its last five
games against NSIC oppo-
nents. 
MSUM had four turnovers, a
number Micheli does not want
to see again. 
“We’ve got to play games
where we don’t turn the ball
over,” Micheli said. “We’ve got
a bug-a-boo. We just have to
keep playing and things will
happen for us pretty soon.”
The Dragons have a chance
to improve again next week
when they travel to Aberdeen,
S.D., to take on Northern
State in its first NSIC game of
the season. 
The Wolves counter the
improving Dragon defense
with an aerial assault led by
sophomore quarterback Toby
Korrodi. 
The sophomore singal caller
tossed for 291 yards in the
Wolves’ season opener but
missed the last two games
because of a family emer-
gency, but will be in action
against MSUM.
Dragon sophomore quarterback Kelly Meslow dives forward on an option run. Meslow started in
place of injured starter Sean Belmont, out with a concussion suffered in the Dragons’ loss to South
Dakota two weekends ago.
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Monke can be reached 
at dmonke@forumcomm.com.
Perseverance is key
for cross country
The MSUM cross country
team traveled north to com-
pete at the Ron Pynn
Invitational at the University
of North Dakota, Grand Forks,
Friday.
“This meet was very tough
mentally,” sophomore Heather
Schuster said. “It really took a
lot out of us.”
The Dragon women placed
seventh overall. Junior Sarah
Thome did the best individual-
ly, placing 25th with a time of
20 minutes, 33 seconds.  
The mens’ team took hold of
fifth place. Their top runner
was sophomore Dane
Moreland, with a recorded time
of 28 minutes, 41 seconds.  
The cross country team is
training through their prac-
tices this year. Their outlook
on the season is that it’s one
long preparation for the con-
ference meet. 
As a result, their legs aren’t
as rested up as they would
otherwise be, which is a cause
for their poor team 
performances. 
They are looking to each
meet for experience and prac-
tice to help them individually,
which will be beneficial when
the conference meet comes.
“Being on the college team is
definitely more work, but a lot
more fun than running in
high school ever was,” fresh-
man Leighton Reuss said.
There are many freshmen
running this year, including
four women and eight men. 
Next Saturday, MSUM will
travel to Minneapolis to com-
pete in the Roy Griak
Invitational. 
“This is one of the biggest
competitions in the nation. I
am personally hoping for a big
race,” Thome said.
Van De Berg can be reached 
at lvandeberg48@hotmail.com.
By LINDSEY VAN DE BERG
Staff Writer
The MSUM women’s golf
team claimed third place in
the Dragon Invitational golf
tournament this past week-
end. The tournament began
on Saturday and was complet-
ed Sunday at Meadows Golf
Course in Moorhead.
Due to the extreme wind
conditions, scores were high
across the board. 
“The wind just ate my girls
up this weekend,” MSUM
coach Tracie Bents said.
Junior Annie Meidl shot an
87-85-172 to grab third place
out of 20 in the tournament.
Senior Amanda Johnson
placed second for the Dragons
with a 94-90-184. Junior
Nicole Voge’s 110-103-213
and sophomore Jessica
Burke’s 119-108-227 rounded
out the board for MSUM.
The University of Manitoba,
Winnepeg, won the tourna-
ment with a composite score of
724, followed by Concordia
with 761. The Dragons fin-
ished with a team score of
796.
Bents said she expected both
Meidl and Johnson to place in
the top 10, and they met those
expectations. 
While teams typically have
five players, MSUM had only
four who were able to play in
the past three tournaments.
Bents said it has resulted in
challenging tournaments and
added stress on the team. 
“The team’s expectations
were not met in those first two
tournaments,” she said.
As the weekend approaches,
Bents said they are focusing
much of this week’s practices
on the team’s short game,
which she feels is their strug-
gling point.
The Dragons will play a tour-
nament in Moorhead this
weekend and confront NDSU,
Manitoba, Concordia and
Minnesota-Crookston. 
Bents said she believes the
players will place in the top 10
individually. However, she
recognizes the stiff competi-
tion of an NCAA Division I
school in NDSU.
Winds raise MSUM
scores at invitational
By DANIELLE MACMURCHY
A&E Editor
MacMurchy can be reached 
at db_mac@hotmail.com.
CROSS COUNTRY
WOMEN’S GOLF
is where the SABC comes in.
Each year, KMSC, along with
every other student organiza-
tion on campus, presents a
budget request to the SABC.
The committee reviews each
request and determines how
much money to allocate to
each organization. All of the
money used by the SABC
comes from student activity
fees. 
This year, KMSC received
$7,500, as well as $110 that
wasn’t used from last year.
Last year, the station’s budget
was $7,350. Those numbers
show a slight increase in
funding. However, records
indicate that in Oct. 2002,
KMSC had a budget of
$16,000. Therefore, even
though KMSC’s budget
increased this year, it is still
significantly lower than in
past years.
Thomas Lane, chair of the
SABC, attributes budget cuts
to the fact that the radio sta-
tion hadn’t been spending all
the money it received in previ-
ous years. 
“They probably have seen a
reduction in what was allocat-
ed to them simply because
we’ve seen carry forwards
come forth from the organiza-
tion,” Lane said. “But could
they use more money?
Certainly they could, so could
the 60 other organizations
that we’re currently funding
as well.”
Schieffer explained that the
station never spends its entire
budget right away because
they need to have money
available for equipment
replacements throughout the
year. At the end of each year,
they use what money is left to
upgrade equipment or add
new items to the station. 
Two years ago, when KMSC
had to move out of the CMU
when the building had a new
ventilation system installed
over the summer, they decided
not to purchase any new
equipment. Schieffer said it
wouldn’t have been useful at
the time. 
“Everything would just be
sitting in boxes for six months
until we returned to the
CMU,” Schieffer said. 
It was a decision that result-
ed in the large carry forward
and resulted in the cut to the
station’s budget last year. 
“Now,” Schieffer said, “our
budget is at operating costs.”
It costs about $8,000 per
year just to keep the station
running. With a total budget
of about $7,600 this year,
there is no room for other pur-
chases. If something breaks
such as the magic box KMSC
cannot afford to replace it.
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Enrollment discrepancies
were also used in the argu-
ment.  The quotes came from
two different stories however,
and were thus taken out of
context. MSUM is currently
operating at its ideal capacity.
The problem is that we must
remain competitive in a com-
munity of three major higher
education institutions in a
region with declining high
school enrollment.
Our students receive great
services for their fees, but as
recruitment becomes tougher
and tougher, we need to be on
even par with the other area
schools.  
A state-of-the-art wellness
facility would be a huge draw-
ing card for MSUM, much like
our new Science Lab.
Koerner also suggests that
MSUM is not run as a busi-
ness. Let me be the first to tell
you, it is.  
Every college and university
in the United States is operated
as a business.  We are the
equivalent to any non-profit
corporation with a goal for the
greater good. I have heard
President Barden say in many
speeches that we are “in the
business of educating stu-
dents.”
In conclusion, I thank
Koerner for voicing his con-
cerns regarding the Wellness
Center. The fact of the matter
remains that we need this facil-
ity for our students and for stu-
dents of the future.
Additionally, committees have
been discussing the Wellness
Center for more than three
years and will continue to meet
long after it is built. Please get
involved on campus and
remember, it is always easier to
be proactive than retroactive.
Travis Maier
Student body president
supporters an obvious advan-
tage. Chavez’ supporters won
119 of 128 seats in the legis-
lature.  
In 1999, Chavez named a
commission of his loyal sup-
porters to write a new consti-
tution for Venezuela. 
In 1999, Chavez changed the
name of the country to the
Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela. Chavez changed
the system of a bi-cameral
Congress to a single body
(easier to control) and
renamed it the National
Assembly. In the same year,
he dissolved the Assembly.  In
2001, Chavez  “passed” 48
laws by decree and, according
to Jatar, it’s difficult to find
texts of these laws. 
I understand the satisfaction
of believing one is supporting
the poor, promoting “people
power,” redistributing wealth,
confronting multinational oil
firms and confronting George
W. Bush.  I’m completely with
you in seeking those goals.
But Chavez is not to be
trusted. 
Imagine W. closing
Congress, appointing justices
and ruling by decree without
congressional review, having
no real state or local govern-
ment power and using public
money as a Republican slush
fund.    
Jan Fiola
Dept. of sociology and
criminal justice
Bevill can be reached 
at thekris@aol.com.
❒ FIOLA, from 4❒ MAIER, from 4
Senior Travis Hirst hosts his radio show at KMSC. 
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CLASSIFIED
INFORMATION
COST: The Advocate charges
$3 for the first 30 words and $1
for each additional 20 words.
Classified ad forms are avail-
able in The Advocate office
during business hours.
Payment is required in advance
of publication. Classifieds will
not be taken over the phone.
No tearsheets are given and no
refunds are given on cancella-
tions.
DEADLINE: Monday by 5 p.m.
for the issue published on
Thursday, no exceptions.
MAILING ADDRESS: Ads with
payment may be mailed to: The
Advocate, ATTN: Classifieds,
Minnesota State University
Moorhead, Box 130, Moorhead,
MN 56560. Ads with payment
may also be dropped off in The
Advocate office.
For Rent
Misc.
Spring Break 2005. Travel with
STS, America’s No. 1 Student
Tour Operator to Jamaica,
Cancun, Acapulco, Bahamas
and Florida. Now hiring on-cam-
pus reps. Call for group dis-
counts. Information/reservations
1-800-648-4849 or www.
ststravel.com. 
FREE TANNING Eff. 1,2,3 bed-
room apartments with paid heat,
garbage, water and sewer, 24-
hour indoor heated pool, hot tub
and fitness center. Underground
heated parking garage. Pets
welcome. Call 701-356-3801.
Mention this ad and receive 1/2
off your 1st month’s rent.
Large efficiency apts, downtown
Fargo, heat paid, laundry, $225,
$280. 238-0081.
Help Wanted
Large 3 bdrm apt 1/2 block from
MSU, heat paid, laundry, $600.
238-0081.
Holiday Inn Fargo now hiring PT
cocktail servers and banquet
bartenders, PT/FT day and
evening cashiers, servers,
busers for our restaurant,
kitchen staff and banquet
servers. Fast-paced, fun atmos-
phere. Apply in person.
We are looking for responsible
and reliable students to work in
the evenings cleaning offices.
Hours are flexible, most shifts
start after 5 p.m. and vary in
length to work with your school
schedule. Apply in person at
3431 4th Ave. S., Suite C,
Fargo.
Spring Break/Mexico. From
$499. Reps go free. (800) 366-
4786  www.mazexp.com
Far better than the typical col-
lege house!  3-4BR/3BA, 1Blk to
Concordia, 1100+sq ft, new
kitchen, $950, 808 4th St S.
Totally remodeled! Garrick/Mary 
Larson 218-299-4304/218-287-
1047. 
.
**#1 Spring Break Web site!
Lowest Prices Guaranteed. Free
Meals & Free Drinks. Book 11
people, get 12th trip free! Group
discounts for 6+.
www.SpringBreakDiscounts.
com or 800-838-8202.
Two-bedroom apartment $395,
plug-ins, air, clean, quiet, near
South University Kmart Fargo.
701-232-2154 or 701-799-2154.
3 bdrm apartments close to
campus. Heat pd. Ready to
move in. Call 287-2730 or 232-
9444.
One and two bedroom apart-
ments close to campus. 
Call 287-2581 or 232-9444.
Pregnancy Testing. Services are
free and confidential. Empower
yourself, know your options. If
you think you could be pregnant,
call FirstChoice at 237-6530 or
toll-free 1-888-237-6530. 
After-school care for three ele-
mentary-aged boys. 3-4 days
per week, 2:30-5:30 p.m.
Must have experience with chil-
dren, reliable transportation and
references. Please contact
Layna at 477-2545 or 287-5155
or email colela@mnstate.edu.
Spring Break with BIANCHI-
ROSSI TOURS! The BEST
Spring Break Under the Sun!
Acapulco-Vallarta-Mazatlan-
Cancun & Cabo. Book by 
Oct. 31=FREE MEALS & FREE
DRINKS! Organize a group—
GO FREE! 800-875-4525 or
www.bianchi-rossi.com
Apts for rent. Unbelievably
nice! Great 2 bdrm 2 bath units
in easy South Fargo location.
Heat and cable paid, garage, fee
washer/dryer in every unit.
Starting at $625. Call 701-793-
0187.
Days Inn and Conference
Center Moorhead has a variety
of positions and shifts available.
Please inquire at the front desk
for an application. 600 30th Ave.
S. Moorhead. 218-287-7100.
Apartment by MSUM. 3 bdrms.
Heat, water and garbage paid.
Available now. $625. Call Rob at
218-234-1129. 
Studio 9-2-4, a unique place to
shop, has lots of nostalgic deco-
rations for your new home.
Vintage magazines, record
albums, advertisements for
rmovies, automobiles, 
beverages, etc. Just arrived
posters from 1960s and 1970s
of MSUM and Concordia events.
Many antiques and non-tradition-
al gifts also. 924 Main Ave.
Moorhead. Phone 218-233-
3348.
APARTMENTS Available Now.
2,3 & 4 bedrooms. Some with 2
baths, washer, dryer, freezer.
North & west of campus. From
$475. Heat paid. 236-1143.
Wanted to BuyMSUM Student Work!$12.25 Base/Appt.
No experience necessary, work
around classes, customer
sales/service, conditions exist,
all ages 18+, call 701-232-6585
between 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. or
apply online at www.workforstu-
dents.com2 Bedroom Apartment. 1011
20th St. S.  in Moorhead 
No smoking,  no pets, new car-
pet! Free month rent!
$445/month heat and water
paid. Call 701-306-3862 or 701-
491-7000. 
www.mnstate.edu/advocate
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